
As culture reflects upon what is perceived as reality, American 
culture also reflects upon the American Dream. Optimism, 
industriousness, family, prosperity, modernity, technology, 
individuality; those are all elements of that conception. The 
American Dream is a shining one, yet it is a dream, a dream 
believed to be realized through human efforts.  
Such a dream can also be confronted by its opposites. Through 
this reflection and even deconstruction, surfaces can be 
severed from substance, dreams from "reality": The dream can 
become a nightmare.  
Thus studying American culture does not just mean to take a 
look at the bright side, which America is usually associated with, 
it also means to get down to the assumedly lower regions so 
long avoided by high-brow approaches. Studying American 
nightmares cannot only be as effective as studying more 
balanced accounts, it can be even more effective with the 
conflicts lying bare and the lines drawn clearer and in a more 
dramatized, even poetic and archaic way. The counter side of 
positivist thinking is fear, the counter side of enlightenment 
thought is a world populated and ruled by heroic forces of light 
and darkness, a world full of supernatural occurrences. These 
nightmarish shadow worlds do have a point, their core showing 
fear, angst and doubt, enabled to even put the entire edifice of 
the dream in question by effectively distorting the accepted 
image of reality, by making "other" which is believed one's 
"own". By approaching common beliefs through a process of 
radical alienation, horror and related genres are able to adjust 
some common truths and lies.  
This year's Students Conference will be dedicated to probing 
into this culture of nightmares, to studying these Haunted 
Dreams, to take a close look at horror and related genres in 
order to more thoroughly understand the occurrence, the 
function and the necessity of such cultural items.  
The range of topics will both feature historic overviews and 
aesthetic considerations, as well as a diachronic comparison, 
starting with literary classics from the American Renaissance, 
leading over to modernist and post-modernist accounts in 
literature, movies and television. We will also discuss national 
traumata, past and recent, in the fields of history and politics.  
The conference is organized by students of the American 
Studies Program at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. We invite all 
students interested in the project. The presentation of a paper is 
not a requirement for participation, so please feel free to come 
and enjoy exciting papers, interesting discussions and related 
film screenings.  
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to the entire American Studies Program 
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Information 
 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik 
Unter den Linden 6 
10099 Berlin �

 +49-30-2093 2313 / 2319 / 2488 �  +49-30-2093 2309 / 2405 
 
e-mail: phil@philjohn.com 
 chris.flor@web.de 
 
 
For possible changes to the program,  
as well as for further information and background material, 
please consult  the web site of the conference at 
 
www2.hu-berlin.de/amerika/projects/haunteddreams 
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16:00 - 17:00: Reception 
UL 6, R 2004a (Common Room) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
17:00 - 18:00: Opening of the Conference 
UL 6, R 2103 
 

 
 
Philipp Kneis  
Opening Address: Nightmares in American Culture 
 

 
 
Simon Strick  
Keynote Address  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
18:30 - 21:00: Film Screening 
UL 6, R 2103 
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UL 6, R 2103 
 

10:00 - 12:00: Session I  
 

Chair: Philipp Kneis 
 

Philipp Kneis  
Introduction to the Conference  
 

Jennifer Evans  
"Yet the retrospection is not altogether without solace": 
Revisiting the Bondage of Slavery in Harriet Jacobs'  
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.  
 

Helen Holtom  
Doing Away With Weak Western Forms: The Search  
for a Black Cultural Identity in Amiri Baraka's 'The Dutchman'.  
 

12:00 - 13:30: Lunch Break 
 

13:30 - 15:30: Session II  
 

Chair: Manuela Thiel 
 

Jasper Nicolaisen  
'One Book To Rule Them All Out': The Popular Reception of 
J.R.R. Tolkien's Work and the Nightmare of Normalization  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15:30 - 16:00: Coffee Break 
 

16:00 - 18:00: Session III  
 

Chair: Carsten Junker 
 

Michael Funk  
Vampires and Crackheads:  
Drug Demons in American History and Culture 
 

Moritz Ege et al.  
White Trash  
 

18:30 - 21:00: Film Screening 
UL 6, R 1064a (Demoraum RZ) 
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UL 6, R 2103 
 

10:00 - 12:00: Session IV 
 

Chair: Susann Neuenfeldt  
 

Kathrin Stoffregen  
Blue Velvet - a Love Story or a Story of Love and Violence? 
 

Philipp Kneis  
The Wilderness Masters the Colonist. 
Nature, Culture, and the Truth Out There  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
12:00 - 13:30: Lunch Break 
 

13:30 - 15:30: Session V 
 

Chair: Anna Katharina Otzen 
 

Chris Flor  
"You Are Seeing Demons When There Is Only Life": 
Symptoms of Collective Paranoid Schizophrenia  
in Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
 

Claudia Schwarz, Mira Blumhagen  
American Dream Turns American Nightmare 
(Suburbia revisited)  
 

15:30 - 16:00: Coffee Break 
 

16:00 - 18:00: Session VI 
 

Chair: Matthias Oppermann 
 

Bert Bobock  
Conspiracy Theories After 9/11 - An Emerging Subculture 
Undermining Authority as a Result of the New Media Age:  
Facts or Fiction? 
 

Concluding Discussion 
 

Closing of the Conference 
 
(all times s.t.) 


